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is not yet being regularly taught or practised. Most of the schools
have been nationalized only during the past three months. In all
the villages I found the women taking keen interest in the national
movement. We met thousands of people and visited six villages
during the two days of our stay. The majority of men were dressed
from top to toe in hand-spun khadi and a large number of women
too were so dressed. Those who were not complained that they
could not obtain khadi. This does not however mean that the people,
either men or women, have given up the use of their old foreign
stock. Many, I am sorry to say, still use it for domestic wear.
Much is still left to be done in the shape of manufacture of khadi.
There is a good number of wheels but very few looms in the
taluka. The reader will be pained to hear that its staple crop is
cotton which has hitherto been all exported. There is complete
harmony between Hindus and Mussulmans. The relations with the
co-operators have not been bitter. The untouchables freely attend
meetings. I have however suggested that it can hardly be con-
sidered satisfactory so long as the managers of national schools do
not go out of their way to bring untouchable children to their
schools and villagers do not take a personal interest in the welfare
of these suppressed countrymen. Many liquor shops are deserted.
From all the accounts received by me there has been little or no
intimidation resorted to in order to achieve this very wonderful
result. In two or three cases volunteers visited villages, and on the
parents hesitating to withdraw their children from Government
schools, sat dharna1 and fasted until the poor bewildered parents
had complied with their request. I told the workers, that even
this kind of pressure bordered on violence, for \ve had no right to
make people conform to our opinion by fasting, One may con-
ceivably fast for enforcing one's right but not for imposing one's
opinion on another.
There was, too, a social boycott of a liquor dealer who had not
kept his promise. I have advised even against such a boycott among
a people so helpless as ours. Strong public opinion must for the
time being be our only remedy for correcting internal abuses. Social
boycott such as stopping barbers, washermen, etc., is undoubtedly
a punishment which may be good in a free society but it becomes
oppressive in a country which has for years been governed by force.
But I was remarkably struck by the almost completely peaceful
manner in which the taluka of Bardoli has made a radical change
for the better in many departments of life. It was an aggreeable
1 Sitting at one spot for the purpose of exerting moral pressure